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From a distance, Felix Fitzwilliam, the son of an old English family, is a good
husband and father. But, obsessed with order and routine, he’s a prisoner to
perfection. Disengaged from the emotional life of his North Carolina family,
Felix has let his wife, Ella, deal with their special-needs son by herself.

A talented jewelry designer turned full-time mother, Ella is the family
rock…until her heart attack shatters their carefully structured existence. Now
Harry, a gifted teen grappling with the chaos of Tourette’s, confronts a world
outside his parents’ control, one that tests his desire for independence.

As Harry searches for his future, and Ella adapts to the limits of her failing
health, Felix struggles with his past and present roles. To prevent the family from
being ripped apart, they must each bend with the inevitability of change and
reinforce the ties that bind.
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From a distance, Felix Fitzwilliam, the son of an old English family, is a good husband and father. But,
obsessed with order and routine, he’s a prisoner to perfection. Disengaged from the emotional life of his
North Carolina family, Felix has let his wife, Ella, deal with their special-needs son by herself.

A talented jewelry designer turned full-time mother, Ella is the family rock…until her heart attack shatters
their carefully structured existence. Now Harry, a gifted teen grappling with the chaos of Tourette’s,
confronts a world outside his parents’ control, one that tests his desire for independence.

As Harry searches for his future, and Ella adapts to the limits of her failing health, Felix struggles with his
past and present roles. To prevent the family from being ripped apart, they must each bend with the
inevitability of change and reinforce the ties that bind.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Barbara Claypole White’s novel, The Perfect Son, is a riveting and passionate emotional journey that proves
the transforming power that love can have on life and family.” —Dorothea Benton Frank, New York Times
Bestselling Author

“What a moving, funny, beautifully told story! You will ache for Felix and Harry, with their big, quirky
brains and their good hearts, as they grapple with the threat of loss and struggle, for the first time, to truly
know and trust one another. I love these characters and this book!” —Marisa de Los Santos, New York Times
bestselling author of Belong To Me and The Precious One

“Steel Magnolias for this generation of ex-pats trying to find their way in the world. With clear-eyed insight
and empathy, The Perfect Son captures the ache and beauty of love in its many forms. In a beautifully told
story, Barbara Claypole White takes us on a poignant journey through the minds and hearts of a mother, a
father, and their eccentric son. As they all learn to love through loss, change, and fear, we as readers just
might find our hearts as the characters find theirs.” —Patti Callahan Henry, New York Times bestselling
author of The Idea of Love

“In The Perfect Son, White has crafted a tightly-wound tale of a family on the brink of unravelling that
somehow manages to find a way to make it through. These unconventional, fully-formed characters became
real to me as I followed their emotional roller-coaster. Poignant and affecting—it's a great read for your book
club!” —Catherine McKenzie, bestselling author of Hidden and Forgotten

“With empathy and heartbreaking clarity, Barbara Claypole White explores a family on the precipice of
collapse. With the unexamined past coloring their present, a father’s only hope to accept his son’s limitations
and be strong for his ailing wife is in finding the resilience to face his own imperfections. The Perfect Son
offers insight, compassion, and hope.” —Randy Susan Meyers, bestselling author of Accidents of Marriage,
The Comfort of Lies, and The Murderer’s Daughters

“The Perfect Son is about the roles we settle into in families—The Caretaker, The Neglector, The High-
Maintenance One—and the upheaval that occurs when crisis strikes and everyone needs to take on a new,
unfamiliar role. It's about raising complicated children, and the strain that places on a marriage. But above
all, The Perfect Son is about love, and its ability to guide us out of our comfort zones and help us rebuild
when all around us has shattered.” —Julie Lawson Timmer, author of Five Days Left

About the Author

English born and educated, Barbara Claypole White lives in the North Carolina forest with her family.
Inspired by her poet/musician son’s courageous battles against obsessive-compulsive disorder, Barbara
writes hopeful stories about troubled families with a healthy dose of mental illness. Her debut novel, The
Unfinished Garden, won the 2013 Golden Quill Contest for Best First Book, and The In-Between Hour was
chosen by SIBA (the Southern Independent Booksellers Alliance) as a Winter 2014 Okra Pick.

For more information, or to connect with Barbara, please visit www.barbaraclaypolewhite.com.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Walters:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book The Perfect Son was making you to know about other know-
how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book The Perfect Son
is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored.
You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book The Perfect
Son. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Jonathan Solis:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this The Perfect Son, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Barbara Davis:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Perfect Son can be good book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Joyce Martinez:

The book untitled The Perfect Son contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with
easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read that. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works.
You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide
open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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