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In the sixteenth century, silver mined by native peoples became New Spain's
most important export. Silver production served as a catalyst for northern
expansion, creating mining towns that led to the development of new industries,
markets, population clusters, and frontier institutions. Within these towns, the
need for labor, raw materials, resources, and foodstuffs brought together an array
of different ethnic and social groups?Spaniards, Indians, Africans, and ethnically
mixed individuals or castas. On the northern edge of the empire, 350 miles from
Mexico City, sprung up Zacatecas, a silver-mining town that would grow in
prominence to become the "Second City of New Spain."

Urban Indians in a Silver City illuminates the social footprint of colonial
Mexico's silver mining district. It reveals the men, women, children, and families
that shaped indigenous society and shifts the view of indigenous peoples from
mere laborers to settlers and vecinos (municipal residents). Dana Velasco Murillo
shows how native peoples exploited the urban milieu to create multiple statuses
and identities that allowed them to live in Zacatecas as both Indians and vecinos.
In reconsidering traditional paradigms about ethnicity and identity among the
urban Indian population, she raises larger questions about the nature and rate of
cultural change in the Mexican north.
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In the sixteenth century, silver mined by native peoples became New Spain's most important export. Silver
production served as a catalyst for northern expansion, creating mining towns that led to the development of
new industries, markets, population clusters, and frontier institutions. Within these towns, the need for labor,
raw materials, resources, and foodstuffs brought together an array of different ethnic and social
groups?Spaniards, Indians, Africans, and ethnically mixed individuals or castas. On the northern edge of the
empire, 350 miles from Mexico City, sprung up Zacatecas, a silver-mining town that would grow in
prominence to become the "Second City of New Spain."

Urban Indians in a Silver City illuminates the social footprint of colonial Mexico's silver mining district. It
reveals the men, women, children, and families that shaped indigenous society and shifts the view of
indigenous peoples from mere laborers to settlers and vecinos (municipal residents). Dana Velasco Murillo
shows how native peoples exploited the urban milieu to create multiple statuses and identities that allowed
them to live in Zacatecas as both Indians and vecinos. In reconsidering traditional paradigms about ethnicity
and identity among the urban Indian population, she raises larger questions about the nature and rate of
cultural change in the Mexican north.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Dana Velasco Murillo's exploration of urban indigenous identity breaks new ground. Her analysis, based on
impressive research in qualitative and quantitative records, represents a major contribution to Mesoamerican
ethnohistory." (Susan Kellogg University of Houston)

"In this essential study of Zacatecas, Dana Velasco Murillo emphasizes the agency of urban indigenous
peoples living and working in the ethnically diverse cities of colonial Mexico. Her book ushers us past older
stereotypes into a greater understanding of the complex nature of society in a supposedly 'Spanish' mining
community." (Robert Haskett University of Oregon)

"As the Spanish authorities attempted to dissolve the institutions that had shaped Indian society, it seems that
the indigenous population remained but started to blend in with the rest of Zacatecas's residents. The
exposition of this process and its effects on the confraternities and the families are the most compelling and
convincing aspects of the book...In short, this book will appeal to historians of indigenous societies, urban
Indians, and colonial institutions of governance." (Laurent Corbeil Hispanic American Historical Review)

About the Author
Dana Velasco Murillo is Associate Professor of History at the University of California, San Diego.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Reyna:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Urban Indians in a Silver City: Zacatecas, Mexico, 1546-1810.

Byron Jorgensen:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Urban Indians in a Silver
City: Zacatecas, Mexico, 1546-1810. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.
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Steven Connell:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Urban Indians in a Silver City: Zacatecas, Mexico, 1546-1810, you may tells your family, friends and soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Johnnie Gonzales:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Urban Indians in a Silver City: Zacatecas, Mexico, 1546-1810 provide you with a new experience in reading
a book.
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