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Almost everyone swears, or worries about not swearing, from the two year-old
who has just discovered the power of potty mouth to the grandma who wonders
why every other word she hears is obscene. Whether they express anger or
exhilaration, are meant to insult or to commend, swear words perform a crucial
role in language. But swearing is also a uniquely well-suited lens through which
to look at history, offering a fascinating record of what people care about on the
deepest levels of a culture--whats divine, whats terrifying, and whats taboo. Holy
Sh*t tells the story of two kinds of swearing--obscenities and oaths--from ancient
Rome and the Bible to today. With humor and insight, Melissa Mohr takes
readers on a journey to discover how swearing has come to include both
testifying with your hand on the Bible and calling someone a *#$&!* when they
cut you off on the highway. She explores obscenities in ancient Rome--which
were remarkably similar to our own--and unearths the history of religious oaths
in the Middle Ages, when swearing (or not swearing) an oath was often a matter
of life and death. Holy Sh*t also explains the advancement of civility and
corresponding censorship of language in the 18th century, considers the rise of
racial slurs after World War II, examines the physiological effects of swearing
(increased heart rate and greater pain tolerance), and answers a question that
preoccupies the FCC, the US Senate, and anyone who has recently overheard
little kids at a playground: are we swearing more now than people did in the
past? A gem of lexicography and cultural history, Holy Sh*t is a serious
exploration of obscenity--and it also just might expand your repertoire of words
to choose from the next time you shut your finger in the car door.
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Almost everyone swears, or worries about not swearing, from the two year-old who has just discovered the
power of potty mouth to the grandma who wonders why every other word she hears is obscene. Whether
they express anger or exhilaration, are meant to insult or to commend, swear words perform a crucial role in
language. But swearing is also a uniquely well-suited lens through which to look at history, offering a
fascinating record of what people care about on the deepest levels of a culture--whats divine, whats
terrifying, and whats taboo. Holy Sh*t tells the story of two kinds of swearing--obscenities and oaths--from
ancient Rome and the Bible to today. With humor and insight, Melissa Mohr takes readers on a journey to
discover how swearing has come to include both testifying with your hand on the Bible and calling someone
a *#$&!* when they cut you off on the highway. She explores obscenities in ancient Rome--which were
remarkably similar to our own--and unearths the history of religious oaths in the Middle Ages, when
swearing (or not swearing) an oath was often a matter of life and death. Holy Sh*t also explains the
advancement of civility and corresponding censorship of language in the 18th century, considers the rise of
racial slurs after World War II, examines the physiological effects of swearing (increased heart rate and
greater pain tolerance), and answers a question that preoccupies the FCC, the US Senate, and anyone who
has recently overheard little kids at a playground: are we swearing more now than people did in the past? A
gem of lexicography and cultural history, Holy Sh*t is a serious exploration of obscenity--and it also just
might expand your repertoire of words to choose from the next time you shut your finger in the car door.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amy Hewitt:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Holy Sh*t: A
Brief History of Swearing? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Judith Bode:

The knowledge that you get from Holy Sh*t: A Brief History of Swearing will be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Holy Sh*t: A Brief History of Swearing giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this kind of Holy Sh*t: A Brief History of Swearing instantly.

Roger Lindsey:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long
to reading a book. The book Holy Sh*t: A Brief History of Swearing it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily
to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Brenda Cornell:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Holy Sh*t: A Brief History of Swearing was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Holy Sh*t: A Brief History of Swearing
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you
can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it
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makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading which.
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