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What happens when the market tries to help the poor? In many parts of the world
today, neoliberal development programs are offering ordinary people the tools of
free enterprise as the means to well-being and empowerment. Schemes to
transform the poor into small-scale entrepreneurs promise them the benefits of
the market and access to the rewards of globalization. Markets of Dispossession
isatheoretically sophisticated and sobering account of the consegquences of these
initiatives.

Julia Elyachar studied the efforts of bankers, social scientists, ngo members,
development workers, and state officials to turn the craftsmen and unemployed
youth of Cairo into the vanguard of a new market society based on
microenterprise. She considers these efforts in relation to the alternative notions
of economic success held by craftsmen in Cairo, in which short-term financial
profit is not always highly valued. Through her careful ethnography of workshop
life, Elyachar explains how the traditional market practices of craftsmen are
among the most vibrant modes of market life in Egypt. Long condemned as
backward, these existing market practices have been seized on by social scientists
and development institutions as the raw materials for experimentsin “free
market” expansion. Elyachar argues that the new economic value accorded to the
cultural resources and social networks of the poor has fueled a broader process
leading to their economic, social, and cultural dispossession.
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What happens when the market tries to help the poor? In many parts of the world today, neoliberal
development programs are offering ordinary people the tools of free enterprise as the means to well-being
and empowerment. Schemes to transform the poor into small-scale entrepreneurs promise them the benefits
of the market and access to the rewards of globalization. Markets of Dispossession is atheoretically
sophisticated and sobering account of the consequences of these initiatives.

Julia Elyachar studied the efforts of bankers, social scientists, ngo members, devel opment workers, and state
officials to turn the craftsmen and unemployed youth of Cairo into the vanguard of a new market society
based on microenterprise. She considers these effortsin relation to the alternative notions of economic
success held by craftsmen in Cairo, in which short-term financia profit is not always highly valued. Through
her careful ethnography of workshop life, Elyachar explains how the traditional market practices of
craftsmen are among the most vibrant modes of market life in Egypt. Long condemned as backward, these
existing market practices have been seized on by social scientists and development institutions as the raw
materials for experimentsin “free market” expansion. Elyachar argues that the new economic value accorded
to the cultural resources and social networks of the poor has fueled a broader process leading to their
economic, social, and cultural dispossession.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Markets of Dispossession is abrilliant study of contemporary forms of market ideology and practice.
Exploring central questions about value and social resources, debt and dispossession, culture and power, it
offers an original and outstanding contribution to the anthropological anaysis of the economic.” --Timothy
Mitchell, author of Rule of Experts: Egypt, Techno-Palitics, Modernity

"[A] masterful description and sophisticated interpretation of the transformation of the social, cultural, and
political economy of urban Egypt since the early 1990s." --Donald (Abdallah) Cole, American Ethnol ogist

"Julia Elyachar's ethnography...offers arefreshingly critical and historically situated account of microloans
and the neopopulist ideologies that have swept the international development industry.” --Marina Welker

"Markets of Dispossession is an engaging book from the first page. It embodies keen academic analysis with
ahumanistic touch." --Heidi Morrison, Digest of Middle East Sudies

"[A] hard-hitting, iconoclastic, and deeply engaged work of scholarship.” --Jeremy Rayner, European
Journal of Sociology

"Julia Elyachar's superb book arrives at the right moment. . .[A] landmark analysis." --Paul Amar,
International Journal of Middle East Studies

About the Author

Julia Elyachar is Associate Professor of Anthropology, University of California, Irvine.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shawn Mar sh:

Now aday people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each datathey get. How individualsto
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at
abook can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Markets of Dispossession: NGOs,
Economic Development, and the State in Cairo (Politics, History, and Culture) book because book offers you
rich data and knowledge. Of course the datain this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you probably know this.
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George Foulds:

Information is provisions for folksto get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere. The
information can be ainformation or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which isinside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptabl e to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Markets of Dispossession: NGOs, Economic Development, and the State
in Cairo (Palitics, History, and Culture) as your daily resource information.

Jack Bemis:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
guide that need more time to be study. Markets of Dispossession: NGOs, Economic Development, and the
State in Cairo (Politics, History, and Culture) can be your answer because it can be read by a person who
have those short time problems.

Andrew Purdie

The book untitled Markets of Dispossession: NGOs, Economic Development, and the State in Cairo
(Palitics, History, and Culture) contain alot of information on that. The writer explains your ex ideawith
easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to
read it. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works.

Y ou can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-sitein
addition to order it. Have anice learn.
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