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In Robert Ward's The Crucible: Creating an American Musical Nationalism,
Robert Paul Kolt explores the life of the American composer Robert Ward
through an examination of his most popular and enduring work, The Crucible.
Focusing on the musical-linguistic relationships within the opera, Kolt
demonstrates Ward's unique synthesis of text and music, one that lendsitself to
the perception of American musical nationalism.This book contains the most
thorough and in-depth biography of Ward yet in print. Based on interviews with
the composer, Kolt presents new information about Ward's life and career,
focusing on his opera and examining the formation and construction of The
Crucible'slibretto and score, in turn offering new insights into the process of
composing an opera. Kolt observes how the libretto's linguistic aspects hel ped
Ward formulate the opera's melodic and rhythmic musical material. A detailed
and unique analysis of the opera, particularly the musical and linguistic
techniques Ward employed, demonstrates how these techniques lend themselves
to the operas reception as awork of American musical nationalism. The book
also provides yet unpublished information on Arthur Miller's play, examining
how it came to be written and soon after became the basis for Ward's work.
Severa appendixes provide afuller picture, including a deleted scene from
Miller's play and Ward's version of the scene, a chronological overview of the
Salem Witchcraft Trials, and illustrations and photo reproductions from Ward's
manuscript.
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In Robert Ward's The Crucible: Creating an American Musical Nationalism, Robert Paul Kolt explores the
life of the American composer Robert Ward through an examination of his most popular and enduring work,
The Crucible. Focusing on the musical-linguistic relationships within the opera, Kolt demonstrates Ward's
unique synthesis of text and music, one that lends itself to the perception of American musical
nationalism.This book contains the most thorough and in-depth biography of Ward yet in print. Based on
interviews with the composer, Kolt presents new information about Ward's life and career, focusing on his
opera and examining the formation and construction of The Crucibl€e's libretto and score, in turn offering
new insights into the process of composing an opera. Kolt observes how the libretto's linguistic aspects
helped Ward formulate the opera's melodic and rhythmic musical material. A detailed and unique analysis of
the opera, particularly the musical and linguistic techniques Ward employed, demonstrates how these
techniques lend themselves to the opera's reception as awork of American musical nationalism. The book
also provides yet unpublished information on Arthur Miller's play, examining how it came to be written and
soon after became the basis for Ward's work. Several appendixes provide afuller picture, including a deleted
scene from Miller's play and Ward's version of the scene, a chronological overview of the Salem Witchcraft
Trials, and illustrations and photo reproductions from Ward's manuscript.
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Editorial Review

Review

Robert Kolt has faithfully revealed the complicated process of distilling a satisfactory libretto and musical
score from a powerful dramain this account and analysis of Bernard Stambler's and my collaboration with
Arthur Miller in our opera based on The Crucible. (Robert Ward)

About the Author
Raobert Paul Kolt is Associate Professor and Head of Musicology at Indiana University South Bend.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Cari Sexton:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Robert Ward's The Crucible: Creating an
American Musical Nationalism will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book
with you?

Carmelita Ratliff:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Robert Ward's
The Crucible: Creating an American Musical Nationalism suitable to you? The actual book was written by
well known writer in this era. The book untitled Robert Ward's The Crucible: Creating an American Musical
Nationalismis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a
number of peoplein the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know previousto. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you alarge amount of information about this
world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Thomas Hawkins:

The book Robert Ward's The Crucible: Creating an American Musical Nationalism will bring that you the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. When you try to find
new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Robert Ward's The Crucible: Creating an American
Musical Nationalism is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.
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Barry Bennett:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of timeto read it because thisall time you only find reserve that
need more time to be go through. Robert Ward's The Crucible: Creating an American Musical Nationalism
can be your answer asit can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.
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