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People aren't always what they seem to be. Sometimes we even surprise
ourselves.

So discovers seventeen-year-old Russel Middlebrook in The Elephant of
Surprise, a stand-alone sequel to Brent Hartinger's landmark 2003 gay young
adult novel Geography Club (which has now been adapted as a feature film co-
starring Scott Bakula and Nikki Blonsky).

In this latest book, Russel and his friends Min and Gunnar are laughing about
something they call the Elephant of Surprise – the tendency for life to never turn
out as expected. Sure enough, Russel soon happens upon a hot but mysterious
homeless activist named Wade, even as he's drawn back to an old flame named
Kevin. Meanwhile, Min is learning surprising things about her girlfriend Leah,
and Gunnar just wants to be left alone to pursue his latest technology obsession.

But the elephant is definitely on the move in all three of their lives. Just who is
Wade and what are he and his friends planning? What is Leah hiding? And why
is Gunnar taking naked pictures of Kevin in the shower?

The Elephant of Surprise includes Hartinger's trademark combination of humor
and romance, angst and optimism. Before the story is over, Russel and his friends
will learn that the Elephant of Surprise really does appear when you least expect
him—and that when he stomps on you, it really, really hurts.
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People aren't always what they seem to be. Sometimes we even surprise ourselves.

So discovers seventeen-year-old Russel Middlebrook in The Elephant of Surprise, a stand-alone sequel to
Brent Hartinger's landmark 2003 gay young adult novel Geography Club (which has now been adapted as a
feature film co-starring Scott Bakula and Nikki Blonsky).

In this latest book, Russel and his friends Min and Gunnar are laughing about something they call the
Elephant of Surprise – the tendency for life to never turn out as expected. Sure enough, Russel soon happens
upon a hot but mysterious homeless activist named Wade, even as he's drawn back to an old flame named
Kevin. Meanwhile, Min is learning surprising things about her girlfriend Leah, and Gunnar just wants to be
left alone to pursue his latest technology obsession.

But the elephant is definitely on the move in all three of their lives. Just who is Wade and what are he and his
friends planning? What is Leah hiding? And why is Gunnar taking naked pictures of Kevin in the shower?

The Elephant of Surprise includes Hartinger's trademark combination of humor and romance, angst and
optimism. Before the story is over, Russel and his friends will learn that the Elephant of Surprise really does
appear when you least expect him—and that when he stomps on you, it really, really hurts.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Along with the edifying main plotline, which will appeal to readersof any age, the well-conceived subplots
won't disappoint young readerslooking for the juicy gossip that runs through the series. With Russel,there's
always drama--real and perceived--but definitely no lack of love.Fans of the series will revel in this smart,
quirky YA novel that's ripe with substance beyond the surface." -Kirkus Reviews

"This is an unusual storyline, but, like Russel, readers may findthemselves intrigued by Wade's [freegan anti-
consumerist] lifestyle andbeliefs. Secondary plot lines support the core drama, andteens will continue to
enjoy Russel's ever-humorous narration. Aftereating barbecued raccoon with Wade, Russel says, "If it
doesn't soundromantic, you'll just have to take my word for it, because it totally,TOTALLY was." --
Publishers Weekly

"Russel is a narrator it's a pleasure tospend time with. He's honest -- often touchingly self-deprecating
andalways hilariously self-conscious. ... This is the kind of teen book Iabsolutely adore. Funny, thought-
provoking and entertaining. Read it!" -- Chicklish

"Like a warm chocolate cookie right out of the oven!" - Buried in Books

"A simple, wonderful story ... as accessible and reader-friendly aspossible. ... [a] wonderful senseof youthful
humor." -- SABR

"Alive and uplifting. ... I also continue toadmire and celebrate the series for its matter-of-fact approach
todiversity. It's the first time I can recall ever having read the candidthoughts of a gay white male regarding
his attraction to a black malethat wasn't loaded down with stereotyping and racial junk. ... Quietly,but
thrillingly revolutionary." -- TheBacklot.com

About the Author
Brent Hartinger is an author, playwright, and screenwriter. Geography Club, the first book in his Lambda
Award-winning Russel Middlebrook Series, is now a feature film co-starring Scott Bakula and Nikki
Blonsky.

In 1990, Brent helped found one of the world's first gay teen support groups, in his hometown of Tacoma,
Washington. In 2005, he co-founded the entertainment website AfterElton.com, which was sold to
MTV/Viacom in 2006. Read more by and about Brent, or contact him at www.brenthartinger.com.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Johanna Bassett:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Elephant of Surprise (The Russel Middlebrook Series
Book 4). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a book The Elephant of Surprise (The Russel Middlebrook Series Book 4). You can add

PDF File: The Elephant Of Surprise (The Russel Middlebrook Series Book 4) 3



Read and Download Ebook The Elephant Of Surprise (The Russel Middlebrook Series Book 4) PDF Public Ebook Library

knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Lori Suda:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Elephant of Surprise (The Russel
Middlebrook Series Book 4) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Edward Chavez:

This book untitled The Elephant of Surprise (The Russel Middlebrook Series Book 4) to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Brandy Felts:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just looking for the The Elephant of Surprise (The Russel Middlebrook Series Book 4) when you required
it?
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