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Written by one of the world’s leading literary theorists, this book provides a
wide-ranging, accessible and humorous introduction to the English novel from
Daniel Defoe to the present day.

Covers the works of major authors, including Daniel Defoe, Henry Fielding,●

Samuel Richardson, Laurence Sterne, Walter Scott, Jane Austen, the Brontës,
Charles Dickens, George Eliot, Thomas Hardy, Henry James, Joseph Conrad,
Virginia Woolf, D.H. Lawrence and James Joyce.
Distils the essentials of the theory of the novel.●

Follows the model of Eagleton’s hugely popular Literary Theory: An●

Introduction (Second Edition, 1996).
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Editorial Review

Review
"Eagleton's presentation of the history of the novel is admirably clear and almost entirely free of the
disfiguring jargon so relied upon by theorists and bamboozlers."
The Irish Independentà

"Eagleton, almost alone among academic literary critics of his generation, has never been afraid of asking
big questions about big things. In The English Novel: An Introduction he takes aim at a very large target
indeed. Being Eagleton (the most articulately and discriminately ideological critic of our time) he does, of
course, do much more than merely 'introduce'. He makes sense of the English novel."
John Sutherland, Lord Northcliffe Professor of Modern English Literature, UCL

From the Back Cover
This book provides a wide-ranging, accessible and humorous introduction to the English novel from Daniel
Defoe to the present day.

Following the model of his hugely popular Literary Theory: An Introduction, Terry Eagleton starts by
distilling the essentials of the theory of the novel, summarizing what has been written on the genre by a
range of prominent theorists. There then follows a series of chapters on major novelists, including Daniel
Defoe, Henry Fielding, Samuel Richardson, Laurence Sterne, Walter Scott, Jane Austen, the Brontës,
Charles Dickens, George Eliot, Thomas Hardy, Henry James, Joseph Conrad, Virginia Woolf, D.H.
Lawrence and James Joyce. Each chapter discusses the major works of the author in question, outlines the
relevant historical context, and draws out common themes.The English Novel is an ideal introduction for
students of English literature or for general readers.

About the Author
Terry Eagleton is Professor of Cultural Theory and John Rylands Fellow at the University of Manchester.
His recent publications include Sweet Violence: The Idea of the Tragic (2003), The Idea of Culture (2000),
Scholars and Rebels in Nineteenth-Century Ireland (1999), Literary Theory: An Introduction (Second
Edition, 1996) and The Illusions of Postmodernism (1996), all published by Blackwell Publishing.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Harley Fabry:

This book untitled The English Novel: An Introduction to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.
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Kyle Coffman:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This The English Novel: An Introduction is
simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

William Medellin:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The English Novel: An Introduction can be the
solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?

Sidney Robertson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of The English Novel: An Introduction can give you a
lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have The English Novel: An Introduction.
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