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While recurrent drought, war with neighboring Ethiopia, and a staggering refugee
crisis have recently propelled the African nation of Somalia into world headlines,
remarkably little is known about the history of this East African country. For the
first time, Lee Cassanelli makes available a book-length study of Somalia's
precolonial heritage.

A nation of nomads, the Somalis have through long experience adapted to a
harsh, semidesert environment. While persistently divided by clan, sectarian, and
regional loyalties in the past, they have nevertheless come to acquire a
compelling sense of their cultural unity and national identity. The Shaping of
Somali Society examines the historical experiences of these people while
focusing on recurrent themes: a deeply rooted kinship system based on lineages
that feud as frequently as they cooperate; the gradual Islamization of the entire
society through the work of itinerant Sufi saints; the rise and fall of regional
sultanates and long-distance trade networks; and a history of resistance to foreign
invaders.

To reconstruct the past of this important African society, the author draws on
ethnographic and linguistic evidence, travelers' accounts, a substantial body of
Somali oral traditions, and recollections gathered during several visits to the
country. Using this material and the techniques of traditional historiography,
Cassanelli examines the precolonial interplay of environmental, social,
economic, and religious forces that produced a society that, though politically
fragmented, has been integrated at a number of levels of structure, belief, and
behavior. Perhaps more importantly, the author discusses the problems of
interpreting the often fragmentary historical data and presents a new framework
for studying regional patterns of change in a pastoral setting.
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While recurrent drought, war with neighboring Ethiopia, and a staggering refugee crisis have recently
propelled the African nation of Somalia into world headlines, remarkably little is known about the history of
this East African country. For the first time, Lee Cassanelli makes available a book-length study of Somalia's
precolonial heritage.

A nation of nomads, the Somalis have through long experience adapted to a harsh, semidesert environment.
While persistently divided by clan, sectarian, and regional loyalties in the past, they have nevertheless come
to acquire a compelling sense of their cultural unity and national identity. The Shaping of Somali Society
examines the historical experiences of these people while focusing on recurrent themes: a deeply rooted
kinship system based on lineages that feud as frequently as they cooperate; the gradual Islamization of the
entire society through the work of itinerant Sufi saints; the rise and fall of regional sultanates and long-
distance trade networks; and a history of resistance to foreign invaders.

To reconstruct the past of this important African society, the author draws on ethnographic and linguistic
evidence, travelers' accounts, a substantial body of Somali oral traditions, and recollections gathered during
several visits to the country. Using this material and the techniques of traditional historiography, Cassanelli
examines the precolonial interplay of environmental, social, economic, and religious forces that produced a
society that, though politically fragmented, has been integrated at a number of levels of structure, belief, and
behavior. Perhaps more importantly, the author discusses the problems of interpreting the often fragmentary
historical data and presents a new framework for studying regional patterns of change in a pastoral setting.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An innovative historical study of a pastoral people that extends our understanding of processes of change
among nomadic peoples."—Ivan Karp, Indiana University

About the Author
Lee V. Cassanelli is Associate Professor of History at the University of Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dennis Fleenor:

The book The Shaping of Somali Society: Reconstructing the History of a Pastoral People, 1600-1900
(Ethnohistory) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your
subject. If you can make reading through a book The Shaping of Somali Society: Reconstructing the History
of a Pastoral People, 1600-1900 (Ethnohistory) for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like
add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like open and read a guide The Shaping of Somali Society: Reconstructing the History of a
Pastoral People, 1600-1900 (Ethnohistory). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Geraldine Matson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication
that need more time to be read. The Shaping of Somali Society: Reconstructing the History of a Pastoral
People, 1600-1900 (Ethnohistory) can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those
short extra time problems.

Mary Salas:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Shaping of
Somali Society: Reconstructing the History of a Pastoral People, 1600-1900 (Ethnohistory) which is
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obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Lynette Petree:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring as well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important
for you. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Shaping of Somali Society: Reconstructing the
History of a Pastoral People, 1600-1900 (Ethnohistory) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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